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Amm{#’m of LIAE,

i uhility company, non profie orgamezation, burer
and the park eneciation prepaved thir report after
meeting for 2 period of ome year, completing 5
quentionnaire to membership wnder the diveion of
Louitiana State Urban Forester, Paul Orr. Many thanks
fo the comewritter memabery and phe Lowinians

Urban Forestry Council,
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._i::u;'afunu is known all over the world for its lush
greencry. Louisiana trees are among the most
beagriful in the world

Because of this. it makes good sense to take a responsible
stand im increasing the awansness amang the peopie i ous
wrban, suburban and reral communities of the value of our
urban Torests and urban foresiey management, Amd the
e 10 SUEMT i now..,
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DBackground

(Et"r'i.':m:r ?::-rmﬁ'&.r officially began in
Louisizna b the mid-seventis with an nival
commitment by the Lovisiana Office of Forestry
ar & bacic urban foresiry offort by assigring one
Field forestar ta urhan forcsoy oo an as negdes:d
bagis. In 1980 the Lovisiana Legislature
afficially sanctioned urban forestry by possing
legislation that gave authoriy tothe Lovisana
Office of Paresty o provide wrban foresury
lechoical experize on A state-wicle basis, A full-
Hme siaff foresier was assigned 1w e new urban
forestry program. This basic status did pot
change throughour the decads of the 19E0's.

Concurrently with the development of the stane
wrban forestry program, wrhan foresiry efforts
began to develop inihe New Orleans ama
invalving the Now Crleans e Asca
Hortcoliure Committes, e Friends of Cidy
Fark, the MNew Orlswns Parkways & Park
Carmenission, and the Audubon Institute.
Fallowing this initio] acivaty in the New
Orleans area, several bl urban paogranms
hegan w develop.
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& rural commanitie
of Louisiana of the
value of urban fore:
& urban forestry
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has five full-time wrpan foresers who

work under the direction of the Information
and Educaton Division Chisf. The
organizanonal structere 35 as follows:

(.r]:'ﬂfs Er exfer

® Information and Bducation
Dhvwision Chief

% Urban Foresrry Program Manager

¥ Urban Forestey Coondinator

¥ Regional Urban Foresry
Specializt {Routheast)

¥ Regional Urban Forestry
Specialist (Sonthwest)

¥ Regional Urban Forestry
Specializt (MNorth)

In additien o e five urban Fforesters,
apency flald foresters lelp oul with urlsm
forestry projects on an "as needed™ basis.

& For Healthier Lowisiana Commuminics

The Utban & Community Forestry Grant
Program 15 admumistersd by the Lousiana
Departmeent of Apriculmne £ Foresiey.

j)’:; ‘_%r'f:}ue{'ure (/j:.rmmfs.ﬂbn of the

Lovisiane Depertrrent of Agricalture and
Forestry has the rsponsibility for licensing and
regulation of arborists operating in Lowisiana,

_ﬁ;—e .fmr&r'aﬂu {2!{?'551'! .?ﬂ#ﬁwﬁ'?

Conncil was organized under the auspices of the
Cffice of FPorestry for the purposes of promoting
urban forestry and networking the warious
individual urban forestry effoms from around the
“ale into one common initiative,

The two major goals of the counct] are:

# o increase public awareness of the values and
benafics of the wrban forest through poblic
education, professional arboriculture training.
research and legislative efforts,

o enhanse Louvitiand’s urban forest resources
through the organization and networking of
cxisting wrban forestry programs and the
catablishment of new progeams o every
community where there is an expeessed need
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The Louisiana Urban Forestry Council s 2/ provide minority students with innovative t 2 e

affiliated with many nenprofic “ereen traiming in wrban forcstry in apder (o gl O %ﬂm}!?

BrgAnizations, local community governments, mieet the demand for ethnic diversity in '

professionals and others through its membersiup, the professional work force in gencral and

The Council consists of a twenty-five member USDA in particular,

Board of Directors from which the Executive
Comminee is elected.  There is also an Advisory
Board made wp of others who contribute to the
Council a5 needed,

3/ augment the Department's capacity 1o
provide students with experiential leaming
activities to enhance the wrban forestry and

plant asd 20il sciences curricula :ﬁ;-pp :..:,-m"'rt";m‘!ﬂﬂ'ﬂ;

Other stautewide organizations and entites that £ af }}
are ifvdlved in wrhan forestry in some Wity EEy dround @ ftome

The Council is changing from a group that was
nestly on the receiving end of urban forestry
psislance 10 an organization thar delivers urban
orestry assistance and recognizes significant
:antributions in wrban forestry.

include: iy
ran redies uf:f';.:‘ﬁ.r
¥ Louisiana Garden Club Federation

. . o
ﬁ; .Fmt:whrm %a';m-:}f %sﬂﬁmﬁn ¥ Louisiana the Beautifl consng bills JF 0%

5 a relatively new organization formed in ¥ Louisiana Cooperative Extension & wl}eﬂ"grm.é frces

sspciztion with the Louisiana Assoctation of .

durserymen and with the International ¥ Louisiana State Univessity System "1’ i l!gl'll:"lr
iociety of Arboriculture. The membership is ¥ Losisians Department of reduce healing bills
nade vp of commercial arborsts, urban forestry Transportation and Developrient ‘; 30

onsultants and utility line ¢learing companies, ¥ Losisiana Forestry Association | Qi '

e primary goal of the Asseciation is to up-

rade the quality of work and the professionalism ¥ Louisians Departient of Colture, ﬁ .

dithin the industey. Recreation and Tourism T MmETCan

¥ Lovisiana Municipal Association ?;re.rfs
® Lowsiana Live Oak Sociery .
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md A&M College of Baton Rouge has developed
od implemented an Urban Forestry Curriculum
@ 0 Baccalaurcate Degres Program. The
bjectives of the baccalaureate degree program in
rhan forcstry are 1o,

/ provide professional waining to urban forestry
stwdents from @ wide armay of backemunds in
the planning and management of urban forest
resounces so that they may make significant
contributions to the physical, social and
economic well-being of  wrban societies.

Far Heglthier Louisiana Commupnities 7
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The strategies to further urban forestry in
Louisiana thar fallow are now and will continus
to b implemented on & broad front,  As the
vargus entitizs work teward their own specific
goals and network together, they will carry urban
forestry forward. It is not the inent of this plan
b impesd time limits or further guantify os
define the accomplishments in wban forestry
gver the next few yvears, Let it suffice 10 say
thar there is a natural pregression when
programs are developed with a concern for
quality and excellencs.

As a broad measure, this strategic plan 33 in
kesping with the stated goals & objectives of
the LA, UREAN FORESTRY COUNCIL.

Coducation & Faining

| % provide for the publication of urban forestry

| informational enaterials. including the
proposed Loulsiana Urban Forestry Manual.
Also, implementation of all on-going educa-
tiomal, instructional and teaining efforts, o
particular the LUFC annual Conference.

¥ incroase representation from all major
population centers,

¥ encourage the wilizaton of Southern Univer-
sity Urban Forestry Gradumes and Sudents
to enbance urban foresoy
in Lovisiana,

¥ promoie the awareness,
planning and implementa-
tion of urban forestry
Programs in sommunities
in Louisiana with an
established naed,

¥ increase Tree Ciy US.A. representation 1o ¢

lrast 30 communities in Louisiana.

¥ emphasize wrban forestry education. To

continue the forward progress of urban
forestry & high prionty has to be placed
on awareness of the concept of wrban
forestry issues by wilizing available
educational opportunitics,

establish scholapship programs &t the
university level, community college and
Vocational [nstinute level.

netwock with the LOUISIANA ARBORIST
ASSOCTIATION 1o focus  developing
education and training opportunities that wil
upgrade the performance and increase the
imege of the arbofculture industry. These
effgrts will be in cooperation with the
LOUISIANA HORTICULTURE
COMMISSION'S licensing requirements,
Education and training provided would be
directed toward the contnuing education
cequirements of licensing leglslagon and
roward basic education to prepare arborist fo
the fiese time licensing exam.

develop a strategy to promote the LA
Arborist Association members 1o acquoine
LA, cemficatgn. One aspect of the role of
the Association in promading the




griculture industry thar peeds attenlion is
reloping a strategy 1o expand the consult-
. (arborist £ weban forester) opporundty,

ure a healthier urban forest by educating
public on proper pruning of trees around

ey lines. They will then serve as inspec-

i for their property when tree trimming

ws work in neighborhoods,

vricullare

wide mose urban forestry expertise and
hnical assistance in the field to encourage
ter tree maintenance programs for exising
= and] to provide for meore 2nd better tee
nting programes.

mote additional urban foresry expenise
m, the private sector such as consulting
orists and wrban foresters,

wurage all wiilities o have 2 written

gram for line clearing that is in sccor-

e with nationally accepied arborculmre
wdards and practices, Plans should include
s replacement, tred conservation, lomd-
ner edecation and licensing requirements
erews involved in ling ¢learing.

:;.mn{r'ﬂir

FC in pannership with the urban forestry
T will continue o panicipale in educational
s for volunteer “preen™ groups, to

vide radning for green indwstry and

Fublic wmts :nm!nyus and 16 network
with ather pariners.

the Louvisiana Homiculiore Commission
and the Louisiana Arborist Associntion will
provide training and contimung cducation
for licensed and potential lcensed ar-
bocists, A working relationship will
comtinge 1o develop with veiliies and
utility line chearing contractors based

on & common goal of improving the
quality of lise ¢leading activities in the
state as well a5 improving the public image
of and acceptance of line clearing

practices slatewide,

Tree City US.A. is a networking opporty-
nity that will continue 10 promote coOpera.
tion berwsen orgonizations and entities
invalved in varied ueban forestry efforts.
the LUFC will pursue networking with
agencies involved with urban foresiry on
national, regionad and state levels.

regional councils have developed in che
New Orieans Metro Arca and the
Morth Lake Region. The primary goal
of the Regional Councils is 19 expand
netwarking opporiumity.

the Southern Urban Forestry Program will
continwe i community outresch with
organizutions throughour Loulsiana,

encourage participation of erganizations in
uetran forestry and other nemworking
possibilities that would promote urban
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forestry in Louisiana which includes organi-
zalions such as the Lowisiana Association of
Flanners, The Lovisiana Federsted CGanfen
Clubs, The Louisizna Cooperative Exlension
Service, The Louvisiana Home Builders
Association and The LA, Municipal Associa-
tion. {for additional listings, see page 3)

¥ utilities have an important role in promoting
a healthy urban forest in Louisiann and
should continue their networking efforts
with ather wrban forestry concemns throwgh-

our the state,
|

_ lﬁ:memaﬁhﬂ

W develop o strategy for making che wrban
forests of coastal Lewisiana as storm worthy
a3 possible over the next decade. The Hurri-
cane Andrew Federal Assistance Program
bas allowed our state 2 good beginning by
providing funding for the implementation of
new amd the advancement of existing urban
forestry programs throughout the coastal
region. As o result, many comomunites have
developed a keen imterest in replaciog lost
frees and in expamndng the 5105 profeclive
aspects of the urban forest.

. .ﬁﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬁr

| % sutewide legislative imerests should perpen-
ate the weban forgsiry structure with an
adeqiate level of fonding for a viable

FF For Healthier Louftiona Comiieesfefes

program. The job of drafung the legisition
based on this public inpat is the job of

the Louwisiana Depariment of Agriculiers
and Forestry.

f}? T NJE;

¥ The Council has endorsed the need for loca
and specific urban forestry research by
adopting 3 ¢lose working relationship with
the Urban Forestry Program at Southern
University College. Urban forestry reszarch
is a priority for the Southem Urban Foresir
Program. Research projects would include
regional and local iopics such as speciessine
suitabality for gulf coastal plantngs.

SFE ERCLFCEE

® There is o nead to develop the Counsil’s
annual conferense inte o significant event.
The annual meeting should e a vital part of
membership expansion efforts and a fusd
raising event which would enable L.UF.C
[ REAEFAE (15 OWE FESOUITES,

.?;-:rzu'¢+ﬂ?

% The LUFC Fund Raising commilise is
developing opportunities to undsrwrite the
operating expensesbudget of the Counsil,
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